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self to be used as an instrument in their business by men
connected with railway interests in New York City. Roose-
velt introduced a resolution calling for an investigation by
the Judiciary Committee of the Assembly. In support of
it he made a carefully prepared speech, setting forth in
detail the charges in the case. Strong opposition was at
once made to the resolution, led by one of the oldest Repub-
lican leaders in the Assembly and warmly espoused by the
leader or boss of Tammany Hall. It was the old combina-
tion that Roosevelt had fought and overcome in the Speak-
ership contest.

The press of the city and State was divided on the ques-
tion, the more reputable portion favoring investigation and
the Tammany Democratic portion bitterly opposing it and
assailing Roosevelt personally. As, on the occasion of his
first speech in the Assembly, these press comments are of '
illuminating value, especially in view of other comments
which were made at various stages of his career.

In reference to his speech in presenting the resolution
the New York Times said it was "A very concise and vigor-
ous presentation of the essential facts in the case," and
added:

"Mr. Roosevelt has a most refreshing habit of calling
men and things by their right names, and in these days of
judicial, ecclesiastical, and journalistic subserviency to the
robber-barons of the Street, it needs some little courage
in any public man to characterize them and their acts in
fitting terms. There is a splendid career open for a young
man of position, character, and independence like Mr.
Roosevelt who can denounce the legalized robbery of Gould
and his allies without descending to the turgid abuse of the
demagogue, and without being restrained by the cowardly
caution of the politician."

The New York World represented the opposite view and
taking the side of Tammany and its Republican allies, said
on various occasions:

"The son of Mr. Theodore Roosevelt ought to have
learned, even at this early period of his life, the difference